
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 28 September 2006] 

 p6894c-6895a 
Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

HORIZON POWER - ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES TO KIMBERLEY TOWNS 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [9.14 am]:  I take this opportunity to inform the house 
of an issue unfolding in the far north of our state.  At about midnight on 26 August the Ord hydro power station 
suffered a catastrophic failure, flooded and shut down, cutting power to Kununurra, Wyndham and Lake Argyle.  
Horizon Power is a major customer of the Ord hydro power station and purchases electricity to supply customers 
of these towns.   

Horizon Power restored power to the towns inside three hours by firing up backup generators in Kununurra and 
Wyndham.  So began a concerted and tireless effort to keep the lights on in the east Kimberley.  The backup 
generators in Kununurra and Wyndham are old.  They are designed to run for hours at a time in the event the 
transmission line connecting the Ord hydro plant to the towns is knocked out by storms or lightning.  Horizon 
Power technicians from the Kimberley and Perth have been nursing the plant along 24 hours a day since Ord 
hydro shut down.  Horizon Power staffers in Broome, Karratha and Perth have run a massive logistical operation 
to bring in extra generators from around the country, extra fuel supplies and reinforcement staff to keep the lights 
and airconditioners on in the Kimberley. 
It is getting hot in the Kimberley.  Power demand would traditionally begin to soar at this time of year, 
potentially stretching demand beyond the capacity of the backup power station.  Horizon Power staff have been 
in constant contact with customers and stakeholders through the media, direct briefings, personal visits and letter 
drops to explain what has happened, what is being done about it and what they can do to help.  The lights have 
stayed on in the Kimberley.  The airconditioners have been turned down and customers have reduced their 
energy use.  Horizon has maintained the enormous effort required to deliver reliable power. 

I bring this scenario to the attention of the house for two reasons: firstly, to demonstrate the benefits of a 
regionally based, regionally focused power company that can act quickly and innovatively in the face of an 
emergency; and, secondly, to applaud Horizon Power and the communities of Kununurra, Wyndham and Lake 
Argyle for working together to maintain power supplies in difficult circumstances.  Ord hydro cannot give much 
of an indication of when the hydro power station may be up and running again.  It could be months.  Meanwhile, 
I applaud the work of Horizon Power in the Kimberley, and I highlight the indomitable spirit of regional Western 
Australians.   
 


